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One word sums up our trip to Lebanon like no other: family. Because in addition to
deepening and direct knowledge of the facts, which allowed us to go to the heart of

the problems, a rare commodity nowadays, bonds were born that we will always carry
with us, like the memory of this wonderful land. A heartfelt thank you to our Lebanese
family and to all those who made our trip unique and unforgettable.

Presentation of the authors

Lorenzo Somigli -RXUQDOLVW DQG SUHRYV L
vates the art of doubt and the aptitude to probe the hy - S :
pothesis of reality. A reality to be investigated in the dy -
namics of power and in the mechanisms of subjugation

and construction of consensus. Analyse the others to get
to know us.

Roberta Vaduva, editor, and Middle East analyst. The
“enlarged Mediterranean” is the home of naturally broth -
erly peoples and the centre of a complex puzzle of glob -
al balances and actors. We can no longer avoid getting
to know it.
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Introduction
by Lorenzo Somigli

To tell the facts one must be there, one must be crossed by time and penetrated by
history, even stunned, confused in the senses, transported. The meditation on experi -
ence is coming into its own. Time — a fascinating word correlated with the Greek verb
temno, to cut and with the Latin templum , separate place — is unrepeatable. “In the
same river we are and we are not” intuited Heraclitus. Either you are there, or you are
not there , and every perspective is distorted, error insinuates thought.

Every segment of time and, even more so at the molecular level, every happening is
cast in a larger and more elusive complexity. “The Origin loves to hide” vaticinated
the same. One must try of analysis and understanding . It is necessary to “look far, see
near” to quote the late Philippe Daverio : to grasp complexity as an interweaving of
times and histories, noting the salience of detail and the mockery of exceptions. More
so today.

At the beginning of
the Short Century we
were taught by an
Italian journalist, the
illustrious father of all
correspondents but
unjustly  misunder -
stood for his, albeit
late, adhesion to Fas-
cism. Luigi Barzini,
“VKHG IURP )l
by Luigi Albertini ,
another noble father
of our press, left for
WKH )DU (DVV
rives in China and
VHHY GHDWK HYHU\ZKHUH DIWHU WKH %R[HUVM UHYROW +H OI
saw the outcome of Emperor Matsuhito Meiji’ s reforms, as depicted in Hayao Miyaza -

kiMV VXD Yhe W& Rises GHGLFDWHG WR -LU +RULNRVKL GHVLJQHU
Zero. It is the Japan born after the landing of Commodore Perry and from the ashes

of the bombing of Shimonoseki. And so, it tells the story of the Russo-Japanese war

that culminated in the immense massacre of Mukden, a war so far away but already

massive.
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When Barzini analyzes Japan or China, he speaks — and this is another notable trait — in
retrospect of Italy: we are little accustomed to technology and trade, we do  not study
English or German , we study the Classics too much. On this last point we do not agree
ZLWK KLP EHFDXVH LQ WK Hséobof Wdetiovh At the® medicdrdent
to the evils of the world, but after all one cannot agree on everything, not even with
Barzini. “Guardar lontano, veder vicino” (“To look far, to see near”), a life that of ours
LQtDPHG E\ LOQWXLWLRQ E\ WKH WKLUVW IRUth@RXEQOHGIH E\ W
to go . That all of us Mediterraneans feel. We will have to wait decades to see, with the
same voracity of life, Kerouac leave for Des Moines, fall in love with Terry in Frisco and
exclaim O“QDOO\ 1HZ Phis@ad beervdur journey. The love that penetrated us.
To quote the song “Beirut Set El Donia” that cadenced our Lebanese steps: “alan ear-
DIQD LDQD MXGK X U, Enbw @éKddvE vy otiiQ@»® are in us”.

Lorenzo Somigli

A chat with Georgi Azar, an American Lebanese journalist,
writing for Arab News
(previously for L'Orient Today and An- Nahar)
by Roberta Vaduva - July 2"d, 2021

What is the political situation like in Lebanon now? What are the major

GLI*"FXOWLHY SUHYHQWLQJ WKH IRUPDWLRQ RI D JRYHUQP
“Our constitution stipulates that both the President and Prime Minister-designate agree

on the makeup of the government together. Unfortunately, there is not timeline or dead -

line that can force both men to the table. It's been 10 months now and both President

Michel Aoun and Prime Minister-designate Saad Hariri have failed to see eye to eye,

with each instead focused on their own individual calculations. In the case of Aoun and

his son-in-law Gebran Bassil, a presidential hopeful after Aoun’s term ends, observers

have noted that they are attempting to name a third of the ministers in the government

in order to secure a blocking third or effective veto power. By controlling the govern -

ment, observers say they can play a larger role if parliamentary elections scheduled for

next year are not held and a presidential void ensues. Meanwhile, Hariri is accused of

not wanting to form a government period, given his precarious relationship with Saudi

Arabia. Observers accuse him of not wanting to form a government before mending

WLHV ZLWK WKH .LQJGRP DV IRUPLQJ D JRYHUQPHQW ZLWKRXMW
support, is tantamount to political suicide given Lebanon’s economic collapse”.
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How did the country deal with the pandemic? And what does the situation

look like now?

“Lebanon’s dealing with the pandemic can be summarized with three time periods. The

“UVW SHULRG LV ULJKW DIWHU WKH SDQGHPLF EURNH RXW ZL
most countries and implementing a total lockdown, shutting down its airport for some

time, then requiring mandatory quarantines, limited capacity in restaurants, clubs

closed etc. During that time, which lasted until October, November 2020, | would say,

WKH VLWXDWLRQ ZDV UHODWLYHO\ VWDEOH Di@GtiddRVSLWDOV Z

The second period,
right before Christ - -
mas, is when things
went sideways. Au-
thorities decided to
loosen restrictions in
a bid to attract expats
to boost the economy.

Some indoor clubs
were permitted to
open and capacity in
bars and restaurants
was increased after
the hospitality syndi -
cate lobbied policy
makers  extensively.
In the days after New
Years’ eve, daily infections began skyrocketing, reaching around 6,000 to 7,000 per day
within weeks.

Hospitals were on the brink of collapse and another 24h lockdown was implemented
for around 2 to 3 months before the situation was brought under control as the national
inoculation program kicked off. The third phase is the one Lebanon is currently witness -
ing, which is relatively stable, cases have dropped to around 100 to 150 per day and
the vaccine roll out is going smoothly”.
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K\ LV WKH HFRQRP\ VR VWDJQDQW WKDW LW KDV OIRUFF
impose a tax on WhatsApp calls in 2019? What does the country’s econo -

my primarily depend on?

“The economy has been stagnant for years, with Lebanon turning into a rentier eco -

nomic model. In essence, we relied on remittances from expats to try to keep our

EXGJHW DQG WUDGH GH“FLWV LQ FKHFN $V UHODWLRQV ZLWK
tional community as a whole soured, given local political developments, the amount of

dollars coming in simply couldn’t catch up with the amount of dollars going out, which

is when cracks began to show prompting central bank Gov. Riad Salameh to implement

“QDQFLDO HQJLQHHULQJ VFKHPHVY WR DWWUDFW HYHQ PRUH GI
tumbling down when the government took the decision to implement a whats app tax,

causing mass protests that forced banks to shutter for weeks on end. Days later, the

number of losses sustained by the banking sector which indebted the state for years

became apparent, around 120 billion dollars. Since the end of the civil war, Lebanon

had a modest agricultural and manufacturing output, but as | said its economy primar -

ily depended on foreign remittances from its diaspora located in the Gulf, Africa, and

the rest of the world. | like to say that Lebanon’s biggest export is its youth and talent ™"

7KH /HEDQHVH DUP\ WKH LQtXHQWLDO *HQHUDG $RXQ DQ
LQJ (VSHFLDOO\ WKH 86%$ DQG )UDQFH KDYH DQQRXQFHG
to be allocated to the Lebanese army. Tell us a little about the importance

and the composition, including the community, of the army.

“The Lebanese army, in essence, is the last state institution still on its feet, barely, which

is why the international community is trying to safeguard it. It is low on food, supplies

and reports have
emerged in recent
weeks and months
suggesting an in-
creased number of de -
sertions. The army, for
years, has been one of
the few national sym-
bols that all Lebanese,
from all regions, can
fall behind and sup -
port, making it more
important. Its internal
security role cannot be
downplayed. The Leb -
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anese army includes Lebanese from all sects, Christian, Sunni, Chia and Druze, which
also plays a role in transforming it into a national symbol of unity. I'm certain that the
international community would like to avoid the disintegration of the army and a repeat
of what happened in the civil war, when the army collapsed, and its members joined
their respective sectarian militias”.

Hezbollah is an actor of some weight in the Lebanese institutional sce -

nario. How can it be positioned? (I'll explain better: we can’t consider it

an institution “in order” for all intents and purposes, but neither is it an

organization to be disregarded).

“Hezbollah holds the biggest weight currently within the local political landscape.

Throughout the years since 2005, it has managed to morph itself into the de facto ruler

RI /THEDQRQ KROGLQJ WKH “QDO VD\ RQ LVVXHV RI SHDFH ZDL
egating the more ‘mundane’ tasks dealing with governance, economy, and the like to

LWV ORFDO DOOLHV 8QIRUWXQDWHO\ WKH DOOLDQFH RI PD“D
dubbed it, has proved fateful for Lebanon. Neither party or group, including Hezbollah,

is seemingly willing to take responsibility for the crisis or offer any viable solutions, as

doing so would chip away at their political gains and standing. What is interesting is

that Hezbollah, which has for long railed against the west and its ‘attempts to interfere

in Lebanese affairs’, is opening itself and Lebanon up to such attempts by standing on

the side lines while the economic and security collapse accelerates”.

The tragic harbor explosion in August 2020: who are the culprits if they

FDQ EH LGHQWL“HG" +RZ GLG WKH HQWLUH FRXQWU\ GHDC
“That's a tough question as the investigation is shrouded in mystery and mired with
political interferences. However, what investigative journalists have uncovered is that
the ammonium nitrate was purchased by a known associate of Syrian President Bashar
Assad. The investigation, now being led Judge Tarek Bitar, is looking into who permit -
ted or paved the way for the nitrate to be stored at the port and who knew that it was
stored there for all those years. The blast was perhaps the most devastating event to
hit Lebanon since the civil war and was a hard pill to swallow given our realization that
justice will most probably never be served. What was heart-warming, however, is how
Lebanese from all walks of life and regions came together in the immediate aftermath,
tending to the wounded, offering shelter and supplies and helping in the clean-up of
Beirut which was devoid of any governmental help”.

Roberta Vaduva
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Which exit strategy to get out of the stalemate of confessionalism?
A dialogue with Amin Elias (Oasis)
di Lorenzo Somigli - July 30, 2021

,2WDO\ DQG /HEDQRQ KDYH VWURQJ ERQGV RI IUL-HQVKLS .
GRP RI 7XVFDQ\ &RVLPR ,, UHFHLYHG )DNKU HO 'LQ ,, &DQ
ning of tolerance between religions in Lebanon back to him?

O,QGHHG WNKUZHOKKDW,WKH /HYDQW NQRZV IRU WKH “UVW WI
HISDQVLRQ D PRGHO RI FRH[LVWHQFH EHWZHHQ WAR GLIIHUHQ
zeb KHWHURGR[ OXVOLP mMRermesOL WD WKRGHLF 6\ULDF &KULVWLDQ
historical sources, the Maronites clearly express their feeling of proud and equity within

the socio-political model elaborated by Fakhr el Din II”.

How many are the credits of Ottoman and French experiences to Lebanon

constitution?

“The Lebanese Constitution, which was elaborated in 1926 under the French mandate,

LV GLUHFWO\ LOQtXHQFHG E\ WKH &RQVWLWXWLRQ RI WKHb7KLI
ZLVH WR UHFRJQ L Ve iddakoHtheCBnastitMtidh veg bnhanced in the Levant

E\ WKH 2ZWWRPDQ (PSLUH ZKHQ WKH “UVW 2WWRPDQ &RQVWLWX

Can we deepen the experience of the Cenacle and its input to modern
Lebanon?
O7KH PDLQ LQIXbWN -
anese Cenacleb WR PRI
/IHEDQRQ ZDityralDamd
intellectualone b7KH PDL
RI WKH &HQDFOH Z
KLV IR XNchél Bdmar in
b)RU KLP WKH
ence of Lebanon in 1943 is
Ddiarting point to build the
Lebanese Home b DV VLC
and humanistic identity and
entity, as modern State, as so-
cial and national solidarity, as
a platform for an internation -
D O Dhar@amistic dialogue
among cultures, languages,
religions, and civilisations "
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,Q WKH OLGGOH (DVW WKHUH KDYH EHHQ WZR FRKHUHQW V
Turkey and Lebanon. Both led to the construction of states trying to emu -
ODWH WKH :HVWHUQ H[DPSOH DOEHLW ZLWK WKHLU UHVS
WKH\ WULHG WR OLPLW WKH LQtXHQFH RI UHOLJLRQ ZKLF
in the other they started from mutual recognition but the differences ex -
ploded. Is there an “exit strategy” from confessionalism crisis?
0, Q P\ M &ibkithanthdcoexistence model in Lebanon between two main religious
and cultural groups, Christians and Muslims, has faled b7KH PDLQ UHDVRQ EHKLQG
failure is the difference in aims, aspirations and way of living between the two groups.
Facing this reality, we could think about two “exit strategies”:
1. A form of secularism based on the notion of the Person b DV HODERUDWHG E\ W
French philosopher Emmanuel Mounier) where are reconciled: the individual, other -
ness (i.e the community) and spirituality.
2. A system of federation or confederation bZKHUH HDFK FRPPXQLWY KDV LWV I
tory where it could establish its own way of living”.

, V WKHUH D SRVVLELOLW\ RI D VHFXODU FKDQJHRYHU" &
with secularism?

O<HV RQ RQH Th&Muslimg/dh&u@ renew their system of thinking which was

established inthe Xlcentury bDQG JR DKHDG LQ DFFHSWLQJ RHGHUQLW\ Z|
araion b EHWZHHQ WKH 6WDWH DQG WKH UHOLJLRQ ,VODP DFFF
equality, freedom of conscience, expression and religion, citizenship, primacy of rea -

son and rationality over tradition, separation between the spiritual belonging to the

oumma and the socio-political belonging to the national and modern State, etc...”.

Lorenzo Somigli
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The Lebanese CNRS and the Italian cooperation
JOQWHUYLHZ ZLWK KyRoréngo Sdnig)iH- August 10, 2021

:H PHHW IglauiR Hdmze, Secretary General of CNRS bDW WKH %HLUXW 'LJLWDO
DIWHU D YLVLW WR WKH 6KLLWH QHLJKERXUKRRG RI WKH FLW\
the situation the country is living. A crisis which also directly involves CNRS: “Only one

out of our eight locations is still usable now. In addition, due to the lack of electricity ,

we have lost our archives, the work of years has disappeared. b, WMV OLNH WKH\ NLOOHUC

An organic crisis bFKLOG Rl WKH SROLWLFDO JULGORFN DQG “QDQFLD
DSDUW +DP]H LV FOHDU DERXW WKH SRVVLEOH ZD\V RXW RI Wtk

“We cannot put any hope in the current political class. On them, on all of them, no
SURMHFW RI UHELUWK FDQ EH IRXQGHG b/HEDQRQ QHHGV D QF
OHJLWLPDF\ RQ D SROLF\ RI GHVWUXFWLRQ b$ KLJK WLGH WKD\
to make room for the new. A “new” that, however, is not born from the ashes of the old
VA\VWHP %HFDXVH WKH OROGP LV RQO\ IHUWLOH JURXQG RI FRL
JRU WKLY UHDVRQbLJIJDHKI XKD ERBOLQH\DBW LV QHHGHG

Confessionalism bLWVHOI WKH SHFXOLDULW\ RI WKH &RXQWU\ RI WKF
with a strong Christian presence at all levels, is no longer the decisive factor for po -

litical and especially social stability: today it seems to be causing not a few and neg -

OLJLEOH S UhHe E€bahesé dmcial contract no longer holds up, it needs a new

Mediterranean breeze .
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One of the resources to draw on to help Lebanon overcome this continuous crisis is

W Kdébperation bRI ZKLFK ,WDO\ LV WKH OHIHEAWOBaIGh RY RIQIH-RIWKHDbD
the highest expressions, one of the most appreciated at Mediterranean level. Mouin

regularly collaborates with the aforementioned Italian organization.

“Italy is different. Italy comes to help people and communities improve their skills and
capacities; it incentivizes sustainability”.

2QH RI WKH tDJVKLSV RI WKH ,WDOLD @DLQD W!IFDW Q Wbt “LFQE/REWN Q F
nated in 2008.
by Lorenzo Somigli

The Lebanese economic collapse and the possible “exit strategy”
according to Wissam Fattouh  (Union of Arab Banks)
by Lorenzo Somigli and Roberta Vaduva - August 10, 2021

Itis an overall crisis b, W IcMlaps& HRbl D VAIVWHPbWKDW KDV QRW EHHQ DEO
golden years. Lebanon is experiencing one of the darkest moments in its recent histo -

U Wissam Fattouh, Secretary General of the Union of Arab Banks bRXWOLQHY D ZRUU\LC
SLFWXUH ZHOFRPLQJ XV WR KLV RI“FH LQ WKH OLQD $0 +RVQ C
$UDE %DQNV IRXQGHG LQ LQ %HLUXW att¥ss &bYdDeOEBIEOH SOD\|
WZHHQ $UDE EDQNV DQG WKH JOREDO “QDQFLDO V\VWHP ,Q D
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PHPEHUV LQFOXGHAEDI§ Egypt, hdyPIordan, Bahrain, Morocco, Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, Libya, Palestine, Qatar, Mauritania, Oman, Sudan, Syria, United Arab
Emirates, Tunisia, Yemen, Djibouti and Somalia .

The information he shares with us, from a report of August 2021, depicts a broken

HF R Q Rpovelty index at b LQ undmployment rate b ULVLQJ IURP LQ
WR LQ DQG H[SHFWHG WR WRS foeiyn }dkckH HQ G R V

rency reserves halvedin bD \HD U halQ BWxbH EDQNLQJ VHFWRU HfSHULHQFH

WLRQ RI WRWDO FDSLWDObGURSSLQJ E\ MXVW RYHU ELOOLR
WKH SXUFKDVH RI IRUHLJQ FXUUHQF\ VHFXULWLHYV GURSSH

,Q DGGLWLRQ WR WKLV DV KH H[S@Qbrg) telayg KHHQBIPEWE@ONb/IHED QR C

lack of an accessible infrastructure network, electricity, which is essential for any activity,

is cut off, the internet does not work P b E X Wa Weak/ardb still very backward agricul -

ture and manufacturing that is almost completely non-existent” .

$00 RI WKHP DUH VI\IPSWRPV RI D ODFN RI GLYHUVL“FDWLRQ WKI

$FFRUGLQJ WR )pivawy seettt bhWKRKEKOG EH HQFRXUDJHG PV DQ HOHI

newal and dynamism in society, and new privatisations should be proposed because

the public sector has proved itself inadequate and corrupt.

This is another reason why the “Lebanese question” should be put on top of the agen -

GD G XUL Q2D MeKtididgpin Romeon b DQG 2FWREHU

This could be an opportunity for Italy to concretely help the Country of the

Cedars:

“At the moment, only France is committed to Lebanon, passing its position off as Euro -
SHDQMV RQH 7KHLU DWWLWPRAH KB ABDMAR Of ithér XduK b

WULHV OLNH ,WDO\ , OLNhdnk¥te PebHi F B,V Q DNHKCDWYW IDQVW D BNV RQ RX
ZHUH VW RisSs-h@olicrete help that we need ™

Continuing analysing the data, making a quick comparison between the growth — in

the Lebanese case we speak of decrease — of the GDP in 2019 and that of 2020, the
VFHQDULR WKDW HPHUJHV LV QRW DW DOO UHDVVXULQJ bLQ
of -6.7% b Z K InQ020, the contraction was -25%, from $ 52.6 billion to $ 19.1 billion,

always in US currency. Needless to say, no one expects growth in the current year.

, VLW WRR ODWH WR VDYH WKH /HEDQHVH EDQNLQJ V\VWH
“Itis never too late, it all depends on politics, a politics that has misallocated the resourc -

HY RI WKH /HEDQHVH SHRSOH DQG FRQWLQXHV WBntaR VR E\ JHV
Bank bD &HQWUDO %DQN WKDW GHVSLWH EHLQJ DZDUH RI WKH L
ey back, continues to lend it to the government. At the end of the day, if you can't trust

\RXU JRY H Ulg®WwhQ ¥8n lyou trust? ”

Lorenzo Somigli, Roberta Vaduva
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Does Lebanon need a confederation to break the
deadlock of sectarianism?
A chat with lawyer Roger Eddé
by Lorenzo Somigli and Roberta Vaduva - August 18, 2021

Territory before religiopn b 7KH WHUULWRU\ chrmidiked $ @/OXHH SROIbFH ZKHUH
OLIH DQG VRFLR HFRQRPLF UHODW L R@QruuldsWHcoexxsEencd DQWLDWHG
reciprocity and collaboration bKDYH EHHQ VXFFHVVIXOO\ HISHULPHQWHG |
FRUGL Qapeweidé bODZ\HU HQWUHSUHQHXU DQG SROLWLFLDQ WK
point for overcoming the political and institutional deadlock in Lebanon caused by

confessionalism.

‘H KDG WKH SOHDVXUH RI PHHWLQJ DQG EHLAlde KBXWH®J E\ KLP
RXU UHSR UaEDdH H7XH DUFKLWHFWXUH RI WKHLU ZRQGHUIXO KR.
RXV JDUGHQ VXPPDULVH WKH UHODWLRQVKLSYV Iakam@dW XS RYHU
Lebanon b5RJHU KDG PHQWLRQHG WR Xelor R iHstifitioRSS RVB OV WRD
FRQWDFWHG KLP VKRUWO\ DIWHU RXU UHWXUQ WR FRQWLQXH W
er.

JRU LQWHUQDOO\ GLYLGHG VW Donfetlgral \b)RFISKVD R @ HKEIDVQ B QR WHKGH W R
WKH RQO\ ZD\ RXW RI WKH VWDOHP D WHr listbrRHdsimsd& s “QD O EUHI
D eégublic of minorites b:H KDYH WDNHQ LQ SHUVHFXWHG SHRSOH VXFI
ing the Abbasids, and other persecuted people, who found a home mainly in the south,

from Persia. The core of our state was born at the end of a terrible massacre between
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Sunnis and Maronites in the 19th century. When Lebanon was created by the League of
IDWLRQV LW WRRN WMdiortdgdtvidic FHD @ G SWikHHibfti b WR NHHS XV
united and to underline our belonging to the Arab world. This historical path has meant

that everyone feels the bond to their religious community much stronger than that to

WKH Q DM lisR@roblem that we have to solve "

One way out could be to enhance the relationship with its territory through a confed -

eral reform of Lebanon.

Roger, who has gathered around him a diverse group of experts and professionals,

KDV DOzD\V D GyrRorebansiv&Sreom bR1I WKH /HEDQHVH SROLWLFDO V\
“We have to put an end to what is effectively a system of privileges that guarantees a

few privileges and income while excluding a large part of the population. We call this

P D *“ D Mar2zouma”.

Roger tells us that there have also been previous attempts at reform that have not

\LHOGHG WKH H[SHFWHG UHVXOWY 7KH ODZ\HU faled OV IRU /H
state 7KLV ZRXOG OLTXLGDWH WKH JRY ltanQtenalgovedd @G SDUOLD
ment would bEH DSSRLOQWHG PDGH XS RI DXWKRULWDWLYH “JXUHYV
XSRQ"WRbD

Before any kind of reform, the problem of the irregular militias scattered throughout

the country must be resolved.

“Many communities have their own militias, which must now all be disarmed. As for

+ H] E R On@ Baindit tolerate the presence of a state withinastate bRSHUDWLQJ OLNH W
JRGIDWKHU RI WKH PD“D 5HVROXWLRQ PXVW EH LPSOHPHQYV
disarmed”. b, Q RUGHU WR IUDPH WKH SUREOHP RI +HJEROODKMV SU
WKH QHZV KLJKOLJKWHG E\ WKHb-HUXVDOHP aRng&paiR Q $XIXV
of the Middle Eastern me -
GLD RI WK HetokQ
oftunnels bZKLFK DO\
the passage of motorbikes
and vehicles, built under -
neath the whole of Leba -
QRQ ZKLFK LV HY
WKDQ WKDW RI
*DIDP b 7KLV QHW
roughly after 2006 with
funding from Iran and North
.RUHD LV XVHG E\
to move troops from its
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KHDGTXDUWHUV L Gefadl\alke) svwd\woRthevrkldlanon b7KLV ZDV UHYHDOHG
in a detailed report by the Israeli ALMA Center.

O7KH QHZ SDUOLDPHQW VKRXOG KDYH D FOHDU PDQGDWH WRbD
XS WKHbPXOWLOHYHO GHFHQWUDOLVDWLRggWRII.SRZHU bL H PXC
'"HFHQWUDOLVDWLRQ PXVW WDNH SODWeicar Qafély day,Radd) DSKLFD O
WKHUH DUH SOHQW\ fRé cdftaliB&iGystém M/tKeDnvslib obstacle to pros -

perity in Lebanon. Onthe b F R Q W U D lotal caghnnWirtiddsthere bDUH WKH V- RFLDO SR
ical, intellectual resources, the right social capital to give our land a new impetus. In my

Y LV the Qisthicts would be the core of local self-government of the confederation "

Foreign policy, coordination and harmonisation of local policies and the army would

UHPDLQ ZLWK WKH FHQWUDO JRpld QP tH& Swiss$examplé? X OD b

E Xdalighter of Lebanon’s history” .

7KLV ZR X O'graghtaitiOtbansiton” WKDW ZRXOGbUHTXLUH DV DQ DFFRP!
Q Heldrtoral law bL Q V S L U HReerieh dauKleltrn b W H@s\uaranteed a moderate

government”. b)DFHG ZLWK DQ HOHFWRUDO ODZ WKDW LQ DQ\ FDVH
electorate in the second round by rewarding those who are less distant from their po -

VLWLRQV 5RJHU UHFRPPHQGYVY IRU HOHFWHG fdogatleEOLHYV VXFI
al system b VR D“yivéMil brepresentation to all the components of society P b 7KHVH
GHWDLOV DUH D6 KRF3D D Q/GRiEID@e Qdt Ridddr often refers to.

In line with this principle, it

is essential to guarantee the
independence of the judici -
ary, which otherwise cannot
work for the good of the cit -
izens.

An emblematic case, says
Roger, is that of the investiga -
tion into the dramatic explo -
VLRQ Dpoft of/Beifis bl F
ZKLFK oMpitsth KDYH
\HW EHHQ LGHQW B
EHFDXVH RI WKH G_. . .._ .._... ...

investigating and the frequent meddling of political power. About the port of Beirut,
Rogertellsus:bO7KH FDVH RI WKH SR emblematieobiR UK RZLRXWHERKXQWU\ L
run. Until 1999, the port was privately managed, and it worked. Then the government

WRRN LW RYHU D QG cbhngmigdio,Wwiidh G b WWWRBODDBFWLYH DQG ZH GR(
know what it has produced. It has certainly misappropriated the port’s income and it
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has certainly not been able to control the warehouse as it should have done”.
7R E U H Ddistamtédlandodysfunctional mechanism  bD FRXUDJHRXV UHIRUP LV QH
VR WEWWH FLWL]JHQ Lily RWQlFd ilbdeDididpimiaking mechanisms b KDV
Ddoncrete impact on the government of the territory bZKLFK DQVZHUV WR KLP GLL
without mediation and antechamber. He knows where and how his taxes are spent and
can protest directly when he is not convinced. This is an epoch-making change com -
SDUHG WdlygnRhis Wway will we begin to perceive ourselves as Lebanese and to
have the common good at heart "
Lorenzo Somigli, Roberta Vaduva

“I am Christian, so what? “
/IHEDQHVH PXVW KDYH D QDWLRQDO LGHQWLW\ QRW |
by Roberta Vaduva - August 20, 2021

+LV QD mMdrkLMNebis a young entrepreneur, 29 years old, Christian, speaks three

languages perfecty $UDELF )UHQFK DQG (QJOlivasKn Leedon HDOQ/GH" +HDb
KLV GUHDP L Wis& RDWHWRRIQV b VDRI IVArdhCeH Jdrmer colonial mas -

ter of Lebanon bDV 5DJKLGD 'HUJKDP FDOOHG LW

$ Brance that continues X Q G D X Q \WudtGhe WiRdnt corrupt Lebanese political

classbE\ OLPLWLQJ LWVHOI WR RUJDQLVLQJ LQWHUQDWLRQDO FF
for the Country of Cedars.

“They don’t help us with money. b:H QHHG SK\VLF M wdiX ® DR/ Udwhtoe

physically committed France bLQ /HEDQRQ :H QHHG WR IHHO WKHLU SUHVE
them to make this incapable leadership feel it. The money will end up in the hands of

WKH SROLWLFLDQV LW ZLO Oo, WrRapQre€fis?* H]EROODK
6SHDNLQJ RI PRQveth- WKHDb

ment’ , this mythological creature

in the Lebanese decision-mak -

LQJ ODQGVFDSH b KDV SURPL
economic aid to the victims of 4

August.

Who has ever seen this money?

It circulates in the halls of Parlia -

ment, but on the streets of the

country it hardly arrives.

“They have been in power for

PRUH WKDQ “IWHHQ \HDUV
don't want to get out of their
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seats, they are getting richer and richer at our expense, and they are more untouchable
WKDQ HYHU 0\ FRXVLQV DQG JUDQGSD Wtwes\W Wadgedyvthat QHDU WKH
day. A psychological trauma for the whole country.

“There is a further problem today: not b + H] E R, G thekpower that the organisation
KROGV uwvieéldy de@dmce ,W FRPPDQGV RXU KRoftUHChriafi&slFLDOO\b
the memory of the war is still alive . | was lucky enough not to experience it myself, but
my parents and grandparents told me about it, they themselves are the image of the
DWURFLWLHYV the InevDgenerakiory grew up bJ RU UDWKHU ZH ZHUH EURX.
JBLWK WKH LGHD RI UH®éRdv&atwaybhéen toli Vo déted our faith, but
what is the point nowadays? We are
one country, one community, we
must be united for a prosperous
and stable Lebanon. Politics march-
es heavily on the issue of religion, it
draws its sap from this existential
fracture that snakes through our so -
ciety. The very legitimacy of the po -
litical elite is based on this: when
something is not to their liking, they
accuse each other, deliberately and
cunningly marking the religious
faith of their adversary, the political
faith being secondary! With what
result? No one cares about the Leb -
anese people, no one cares about
us. No one has any more hopes or
expectations from politics. Will they
form a government? Will they not
form it? Absolutely nothing will
change.

First, we must change the Lebanese mentality, which is still based too much on reli -

gious sectarianism: LI , QHHG VRPHWKLQJ , WXUQ “UVW WR WKH FOR'
, NQRZ $ERYH DOO ZH \RXQJ SHRSOH PXVW WheNxbd{sS QHZ ZHDS
Rl /HEDQHVH \RXWK LV YHU\ IHOW DQG VXIIHUHG ,W LV PRUH GL
WR VWD\ DQG “JKW IRU D OLYLQJP

Roberta Vaduva
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O&4RRSHUDWLRQ EHWZHHQ SHRSOHYVY VDYHV OLYHV |, El
The story of Roula Khadra (Arab Water Council)
by Lorenzo Somigli e Roberta Vaduva J $XJXVW

Woman, professional, miracle of international cooperation. During our reportage we

met Roula Khadra +\GUDXOLF (QJLQHHU DQG “UVWAZRWdEe®) HOHFWHG
Council. She had to make her way through endless obstacles and vicissitudes to assert

her undoubted competence.

5RXOD WROG XV DERXW KHU GLI"“FXwWad/bériKih @ @kRRVBereQ /HEDQRQ
there is never a last war, every war is the penultimate one. When we were children, we

KDG WR FURVV D PLQH“HOG WR JR WR VFKRRO RXU PRWKHU ZC
feet where she had walked before”.

From Lebanon to Italy thanks to the cooperation among people:  “Since 1997 | am in

Italy thanks to the Italian cooperation that allowed me to continue my education and to

have a perspective that | would have never had”. Roula has retraced through the photos

the various projects carried out, starting from some in Lebanon in the Begaa Valley or

RQH LQ WKH 'HDG 6HD DQG VKH DOVR UHIHUUHG WR WKH PDQ'
woman: “I have always had to prove that | can do better than anyone else. Cooperation

among peoples has changed my life, now | am committed to others "

Lorenzo Somigli, Roberta Vaduva
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by Tarek Husseini and Lorenzo Somigli - August 27, 2021

A common voice of the Mediterranean ports bFRPPRQ REMHFWLYHY DQG UHT?
be asserted with the institutional actors but also projects, opportunities, sharing of

EHVW S U DR Wis Badiy¥y MEDports was born bO('SRUWYV LV DQ DVVRFLDWLRC
LQbODUVHLOOHbZLWK W K Htvizht-thrée® pattlautipditie¥y RERWWHKHbOHG L
WHUUDQHDQ WKHbJHRSROLWLFDO VHDbSDU H[FHOOHQFH WKU
FLDO WUDI“F SDVVHV IRU D WRWDO RI PLOOLRQ WRQV SHL
WKH , WD O L RGnes& Rataltovang Venice bD ODUJH S WSdanidibmHR&thb

Affican b SRUWYVY ZLWKRXW IRUJHWWLQJ 60RYHQLD ZLWK .RSHU

O('SRUWYV G Hfgrth©dR olfaboration bZLWK DOO WKH VWUDWHJILF SOD\H
around port communities, starting with local and European institutions — an authorita -

tive Mediterranean voice is necessary at the European tables — and from universities

VXFK DV WKHb$UD Rl&gdvaH UV LW\ RI

MEDports’ action was at the center of a dialogue promoted by Lorenzo Somigli, jour -

QDOLVW DQG 7DUHN +XVVHLQL D ODULWLPH /DZ VWXGHQW 6St
Rl WKH &DELQHW 2I“FH ,QVWLWXWLRQDO 5HODWERRQY DQG ,Q
System Authority of the Central-Northern Tyrrhenian Sea b D @HBippe Guillaumet,
6HFUHWDU\ *HQHUDO RI O('SRUWYV DQG +HDG Rl (XURSHDQ DQG
W Webtoof Marseille Authority .
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B3KLOLSSH *XLOODXPHW SUHVHQW H GTh KedliterineRAdddteL RQ DV IRO
center of global maritime routes and is the perfect place to establish connections and
synergies. b BURMHFW SDUWLFLSDQWYV DUH FOHDU LQ WKHLU PLQGV
“UVW ZH ZRUN WR DWWUDFW LQYHVWPHQWY DQG WR GHYHORS
SRUW FDQ DXWRQRPRXVO\ D VELitisHgosRo reReSdteRtyYtbyethdrVHO | b

we build a future of sustainable growth *“

JRUPV RI VROLGDULW\ ZHUH DuedfRrnEfetwek WKWK D WRHAHU WK
H[SORVLRQ RI WKH 3RUW RI %HLUXW RQ $XJXVW

O7KH SRUW Rl %HLUXW LY H B O WPORAHDG @SERMEGhediately

committed ourselves to helping Lebanon bZKLFK KDV DOzZD\V KDG DQ HVVHQWL
FHQWUH LQ WKH IS Ré&tivedRyledvodtbigrdrik ¥02b-2023 there is a broad in -
volvement in the port of Beirut bDQG ZH FRXQW DV VRRQ DV SRVVLEOH WR
ize a meeting in Lebanon in order to better understand the needs and study together

a relaunch strategy”.

Tarek Husseini, Lorenzo Somigli
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by Roberta Vaduva - September 7, 2021

During the August 4 protests, on the streets of Beirut, as | followed the crowd head -
ing towards the port, | was approached by a young girl who was constantly waving
KHU tDJ WKH /HEDQHVH tDJ

She politely warned me to pay attention to my bag, if possible, wear it over my shoul -
GHU LQ D FURZG WR DYRLG VRPHRQH WDNLQJ LW DzZD\ IURP PH
thing | noticed about her, was her grit. In her eyes shone the light of revolution . Of that
tacit revolution that each of us experiences inwardly, within ourselves and between
ourselves - a condition that every Lebanese has experienced or been forced to expe -
rience at least once in his or her life - and that, every time it occurs, gives you a new,
greater strength by virtue of which you feel immortal for a while, but with the same
impetuosity with which it penetrates the body and the spirit, so it also abandons them.
A revolution that is the daughter of that which takes place externally, and children, as
we know, do not always resemble their parents. The following is an interpretation of
the facts through her eyes because Lea was a protagonist of the revolution and of the
reconstruction of Beirut. Of a Beirut, which, however, is not able to give back even a
crumb of what Lea did for the city and its inhabitants.

“The Revolution in Lebanon beginson 2FWREHU because the telecommuni -
cations minister decides to impose a tax on WhatsApp calls, despite knowing that the
communication platform is free across the globe. The Lebanese use WhatsApp a lot
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as if it were almost a telephone operator and waking up knowing that you must pay a
tax in the amount of $ 6, does not allow you to sleep peacefully. It is not because of the
$6 in itself - which today would correspond to /HED Q H YV ko loIEsY - but
because of the lack of transparency and greed of the political class: if you multiply $6
by the number of Lebanese populations, you get a huge sum of money that would end
up in the pockets of politicians without the citizens having the right to know anything.
At that point people took to the streets.

| was Paris, from 2017 to 2019 | lived in France. On October 21, 2019 | returned to Leb -
anon. The Revolution, as mentioned before, happens on the 17th: knowing my people
and my country | thought it would always be the usual demonstrations. A few people
gather, take to the streets, vandalize in protest until the police intervene with tear gas or
water tanks to disperse the crowd. In the evening it all ends, everyone returns to their
homes and the next day we wake up and go back to our lives as if nothing had hap -
pened. This is the constant pattern of all the protests | was used to seeing in Lebanon
XQWLO 2FWREHU

, ZDWFKHG WKH “UVW SURWHYV

and | was very skeptical and in-

different to everything that was

going on, after all, we knew even

then that corruption was ram -

pant in the halls of parliament

and government. On the morn -

ing of October 18, | woke up and

I was watching TV and | noticed

something that | had never seen

before in Lebanon: all Lebanese,

of any religious faith and any

SROLWLFDO DI“OLDWLRQ ZHU
GRZQWRZQ DUHD DQG WKH\ ZHUH DOO ZDYLQJ RQO\ WKH /HEDQ
| really thought that this was the wind of long-awaited change. So, | picked up my
tbJDQG MRLQHG RWKHU SHRSOH WR EUHDWKH WKLV ZLQG RI FK
RXV PRYHPHQW QRWKLQJ SUHPHGLWDWHG RU RUJDQL]JHG EHIR
week, people started bonding with each other and creating WhatsApp and Telegram
groups.

Suddenly the Lebanese rediscovered politics: PDQ\ LQGHSHQGHQW “JXUHV [UHFE
WLHV RI UHOLJLRQ RU SROLWLFDO DI“OLDWLRQ H[SUHVVHG WK
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Over time we became very organized and started to “go on missions” like the military:
we did some raids in Parliament with the intent of showing them that we are in control,
not the other way around.

When we began to gather periodically in front of the government headquarters, the
politicians, for their part, began to send their assistants to us, each with their own mes -
VDIJHV MXVW WR OLJKW WKDW “UH WKDW QRW VR ORQJ DJR DQlI
souls of the Lebanese. At this point the Revolution becomes political . But we did not let
ourselves be discouraged, nor did we fall into their trap. On the contrary, all this pushed
us to do more. We asked our-

selves, “Will this cheap game

of yours really work against

millions of people who are

protesting for the same

cause?”

Slowly, though, we became

suspicious of the Revolution

itself: of how we were leading

it, living it, and what we were

directing it toward. It was our

“UVW UHYROXWLRQ IWHU DOO :H IHOO

prey to millions of doubts and

the violence increased as well.

We are the only country in the

Middle East that is regressing instead of progressing. They used to call us the Switzer-
land of the East. We were the only country to have trains in the region; today there are
railroad tracks and the words “station” on a building, but there are no trains. You want
me to make you laugh? They opened a bar inside the ‘station’, “station bar”! I'll say no
more. +RZ UHVLOLHQW DUH ZH /HEDQHVH" , MXVW FDQMW “JXUH L

We know about secret bank accounts owned by politicians, money deposited in for -
eign banks, islands owned by them all over the world, as well as houses and villas;
Hezbollah is the puppet of Iran, the real master of Lebanon . Hezbollah started out as
a religious sect in Lebanon, but, over time, it formed itself into a political party and now
controls all other parties and politicians above all, all must compromise with Hezbollah
by accepting the rules of the game dictated by Tehran.
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“In 2022 there will be elections, or rather, there should be.”

Currently we are not sure if they will let us vote or not. Because if we do go to the polls,
there will be “new blood”, many independents will stand for election and at least half
of Parliament will be renewed . This means that this replaced half, will lose its job. The
political class wants us to understand that it is the only dispenser of salvation of the
people: during the last electoral campaign, four years ago, the politicians, to ensure the
vote, have “donated”, each, 100 dollars to their community.

O,MOO WU\ WR EULHt\ WHOO \RX ZKDW KDSSHQHG RQ $X

We were protesting as usual, when suddenly something strange happened. There was

D “UH LQ RQH RI WKH FRQWDLQHUV LQ WKH SRUW $ ODUJH TX

found in one of these containers, and we still do not know who it belongs to and who
brought it to us. We do not
know whether it is the fault of
Israel that the port of Jaffa is
threatened by ours . Before the
explosion occurred, there were
plans to further expand the port
of Beirut to make it more wel -
coming and facilitate im -
port-export mechanisms be -
cause as you well know, we do
not produce anything! Plus, the
port is in the hands of Hezbol -
lah, he is the landlord.

After the explosion, the city literally died: imagine what Beirut is without the port. A port

city, without a port: the worst of oxymorons.

We have cleaned up and cleaned up a bit, making it more presentable, with the help

of voluntary associations, NGOs, the population - | personally, alone, KDYH FOHDQHG

houses. My parents’ house was destroyed. The police and the army, who should have

given us a hand, after all it was their job, they had to clean up, just watched the work,

sitting comfortably, calmly, eating their meals while we worked.

‘H FRXOG QRW SUHYHQW LW IRU WKH “UVW “UH HQYHORSHG
cloud, impeding the view , ZKR OLYHG RQ WKH VL[WK tRRU RI D JODVV
the black sky: | did not abandon myself in panic, | opened all the windows to avoid ex -

plosions and rushed down the stairs knocking on all the doors to invite my neighbours

todothesame , DOVR KDG WR UHSRUW WR ZRUN WKDW GD\ EXW ,
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rubble. What if it happens again? That was my only thought. | called a friend of mine
ZKR ZRUNV DV D “UH*“JKWHU ZKR UHDVVXUHG PH EXW KH GLGQN
didn't know either.

After that we rebuilt Beirut: brick by brick, glass by glass, house by house thanks to
GRQDWLRQV IURP WKH GLDVSRUD DQG WKH LQ“QLWH JHQHURYV
nese.

On August 8, four days after the explosion, it was a Saturday, | remember as if it were

yesterday, people were in the streets again. This time, however, it was something politi -

cal: it was no longer the free Lebanese who were protesting for the common cause, but

LW zDV WKH /HEDQHVH ZKR UHtHFWHG WKHPVHOYHV LQ D UHOL
This time we witnessed and were victims of a heavy attack by the army, which did not

hesitate to use tear gas against us. They didn’t limit themselves to just plastic bullets,

ZH VDZ ULtHV WRR , UHWXUQHG KRPH ZLWK D ZRXQGHG DUP LV
tear gas they released into the air that day was impressive. | honestly don’t know how

we survived. People were unhappy with the situation, the city had just been destroyed,

and what was the army doing? 7KDW GD\ $XJXVW , UHDOL]HG KRZ PXFK L
itics and religion have on the army .
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“To give you an idea of the situation we are experiencing in the country, I'll just tell
\RX WKDW WKHUH DUH D ORW RI SHRSOH PDNLQJ D VDODU\ RI

I’'m very lucky to have a sister who lives in London and bought the plane ticket for me.
I’'m only in France because of her. My money is frozen in Lebanese banks. | don't have
access to my money. | have it, but it's like 1 don’t have it. When | checked the prices of
tickets to France, a one-way ticket cost 15 million Lebanese pounds!

| currently have a certain amount of dollars in my Lebanese bank account, but | don’t
have access to the damn money. And the thing that bothers me the most is that | don’t
have the option to do anything about it . Let me explain | can take my money out of
the Lebanese account in Lebanese lira, not in dollars, but in doing so, | lose so much of
it because the exchange rate, instead of being at 1250, is at 3900. Pharmacies, hospi -
tals, gas stations, supermarkets, schools, and all other places that should allocate ba -
sic necessities, operate at a black-market exchange rate: 20,000 miserable Lebanese
SRXQGV IRU D VLQJOH GROODU

“I didn’t want it to end this way: | didn’t want to leave my country.”

Even though | have a French passport and can go anywhere | want at any time, | never
wanted to leave Lebanon. And now here | am. When we started taking to the streets
and protesting, | seriously thought that we are the change the country needs, butin -
stead... | even lost a tooth during the clashes with the police, | was beaten, but nothing.
When the dollar was well over 20,000 Lebanese lira, the current exchange rate, |
bought furniture for my house. They literally cost me an arm and a leg, and now, after
the explosion, | have nothing . | paid for electricity regularly, but the electricity worked
intermittently, and that was on lucky days, on others | was left in the dark.

The only way | could help my parents and help myself was to leave . And that’s what |
did. In the last three months, three of my friends have committed suicide. That’s enough
now or I'll start crying. My resilience has a limit. And this limit is called Lebanon. ”

Roberta Vaduva
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$ QHZ JRYHUQPHQW IRU /HEDQRQ DQG DQ XUJHQW UHIRUP
going? A chat with Talal Khrais (National News Agency)
by Lorenzo Somigli - September, 9, 2021

It was an extremely fruitful meeting with Talal Khrais, correspondent for the National
News Agency, at the headquarters of the Foreign Press Association in Rome. We
came into contact with Talal thanks to the interest of Assadakah (through the colleague
Roberto Roggero), due our report on Lebanon and precisely for our chronicle of the
$XIXVW SURWHVWYV LQ %HLUXW

"Lebanon is preparing to have a new government” he explains. “Behind the threat from
the whole West to declare Lebanon a bankruptcy and after an intervention by France
on the Shiite side and aimed at favoring negotiations, a turning point is expected. Who
could be the premier? Mikati is an extremely eligible candidate”.

Getting out of the stalemate will not be easy also because a profound reform  of the

institutions is essential. “There are three essential points: the abolition of sectarianism,

D VLQJOH QDWLRQDO FRQVWLWXHQF\ FRPSDUHG WR WKH PDQ\ '
separation of powers”.

An essential point is the end of confessionalism and a gradual transition to secularism.
“Ours is a unique country. We are a peace laboratory between different ethnic groups
and religions. We have ten patriarchs. In Lebanon, the only Arab country in the Middle
East, Christians are free but equally there are Druze, Shi'a and Sunnis. Nonetheless, we
must be able to recognize that, with respect to the premises, something has jammed in
the process of building Lebanon”.
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And also: O:H VKRXOG KDYH WZR FKDPEHUV RQH WKDW UHtHFW\
communities, another, a Senate, which knows how to express the most consolidated

interests. These transformations could certainly help guide the transition towards a

secular state”.

We also mention the role of Italy in Lebanon which, as Talal says, “every time Italy
intervenes, does it intelligently. In Afghanistan, to stay with recent events, the Italian
contingent is perhaps the only one that has developed something concrete for the
locals. So it was in Lebanon with UNIFIL, which has implemented important projects
that have made us appreciate Italy”.

Lorenzo Somigli

by Roberta Vaduva 6HSWHPEHU

To understand federalism, one needs to comprehend the underlying concepts, and
even more so, the extent to which these concepts espouse the social reality of Leb -
anon. Subsidiarity, self-rule, secularism, localism are the foundational pillars of that
governance model.
Subsidiarity
An obscure concept developed by and for the roman legions transformed the world
and might, eventually, save Lebanon. At a time Cato the Elder was relentlessly repeat -
ing “Delenda Cartago Est” and Quinctius Flamininus was directing his armies at the
%DWWOH RI &\QRVFHSKDODH 5RPH ZDV “JKWLQJ RQ-WZR IURQW
ranean powers: the Macedonians and the Phoenicians. Flexibility, thought the Roman
commanders, would be instrumental in defeating highly centralized commanded and
controlled armies. Subsidium, they thought, the concept whereby any centurion was
empowered to take all reasonable decisions including the calling upon the support
units, could turn defeat into victory. And indeed it did. The Centurion was empowered
to scale his forces. Scale-up would say Nassim Taleb in a modern governance lingo.
In the later Romanized Cartago, St Augustine carried such concept into the social and
political space, and onto St Thomas Aquino until subsidiarity reached the reformation
PLQGVHW DQG ZDV IRUFHIXOO\ DGYRFDWHG IRU E\ -RKDQQHV %
litica”, in defense of federalism. Subsidiarity had become the principle that decisions
should always be taken at the lowest possible level or closest to the impacted parties.
But its time had not come yet. Subsidiarity needed a companion concept —Res Publica,
5HSXEOLF EHIRUH LW FRXOG IXO“OO LWV SRWHQWLDO DV D JR
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Cuius Regio Eius Religio (self-rule)
With Calvin's reformation clashing with Catholicism, Res Publica Christiana was rav -
aged in the ugliest form of civil war the solution to which required questioning the vary
foundations of social organization. The political philosophy in Christendom needed to
EH UHLQYHQWHG $ UHtHFWLRQ LQWR WKH HWKRORJ\ RI SHDFH
,Q WKH PLGVW RI WKH O*HUPDQ FLYLO zZzDUP ZLWK GLYLVLRQV
VWUHWFKLQJ WRR ZLGH VKDOORZ “[HV ZHUH QR ORQJHU DQ RS
PD zDV WKH QHZ UHDOLW\ GUDZLQJ D QHZ VFDWWHUHG PDS RI V
pire and beyond. Only a forceful concept, evenly and fairly applied to all dominions,
ZRXO0OG UHVWRUH VRPH UHVHPEODQFH RI SHDFH 7KDW DWWHPS'
RQ VRXQG SKLORVRSKLFDO JURXQGV ZDV DWWHPSWHG $XJVEX
of political philosophy was introduced: Cuius Regio Eius Religio; whose realm, their
religion. For peace to take hold, governed and governors has to be of the same faith.

Secularism
6HFXODULVP ZDV EHVW WKHRUL]JHG E\ 6W $XJXVWLQH LQ WKH .
he summons the emperor with all matters that “changed with time” secularum, secular
matters. Church and all spiritual matters, “all matters that do not alter with the passage
of time” would remain entrusted to clerics to manage. St Thomas and the neo-thomists
political philosophers upheld such a distinction between the realm of the church and
that of the emperor. They further developed the concept into a political reality: the Res
Publica Christiana. As the clerics were mandate to manage church and souls, the laics
(non-cleric Christians) were to govern the secular matters. Secularity and laicity, Chris -
tian concepts as they are, had emerged from Christian dogma itself and not against it.
Synthesis

5HUXQ 1RYDUXP 3RSH /HR ;,,, (QF\FOLFDO RI GH“QHG WKH
in the face of the “new matters”: progress, development, capitalism, communism,

poverty and wealth, nations and social constructs. Indeed these were new matters.

And yet the Pope used old tools to address them. The organic nation, a geography

constructed bottom up and scaled to optimality had proved itself to be an adequate

IUDPHZRUN IRU KXPDQV WR EHVW IXO0“0O0 WKHLU SRWHQWLDO L
Subsidiarity, as Leon Xlll prophesized was the key concept on which to build the so -

FLDO GHYHORSPHQW LQ D SROLWLFDO HQYLURQPHQW GHOLQHI
principle. From these two concepts emerged the peace and stability framework that

was foundational for ending the European civil wars and the European social wars,

and paved the way for development, expansion of religious freedom, social stability,

tolerance and secularism.
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Resonating Concepts in Mount Lebanon
Christianity carried all these concepts to the Levantine shores...and mountains. Cuius
regio Eius religio was indeed a well-recognized political concept as the Chehab emirs
felt the urge to convert to Maronitism to govern the Christian populated areas of
Mount Lebanon. Subsidiarity, localism and self-rule, were also well-entrenched reali -
ties since the Phoenicians, a common trait further reinforced by mountainous insulari -
ty. These concepts were best expressed in the city-state model, later further encapsu -
lated in the «casa» (district) mindset delineated since the crusades, easily
accommodating with the loosely centralized «Maanx» dynasty governing rules. At the
peak of the centralized feudal system, with the exacerbation of the Chehab Emirs grip
over power and its centralizing tendencies, that same localist and insular mindset
IRXQG LWVHOI RQ D FROOLVLRQ FRXUVH ZLWK DQG LQ WKH “HL
Prince Bachir Chehab Il the Great. Revolt unused ending in the toppling of the monar -
F K\ DQG WKH HQWLUH IHXGDO V\VWHP IRFBOLVP VHO
DULW\ ZzDV EHVW H[HPSOL“HG LQ WKH UHSXEOLF RI =DKOH
ing a few months only after the feudal system was brought to an end. With Bachir IlI
converting to Islam, the Cuius Regio Eius Religio bond was broken and the overwhelm -
ingly Christian kingdom felt no longer obligated towards an authority whose vanished
legitimacy ceased to commanded obedience.

The XIXth century, saw the
overthrowing of the feudal
system (as elsewhere in Euw
URSH DQG WKH “UVW H[SHULI
into democratic republican
models. Levant’s social fabric
was unanimously viewed as
multi-national. The Levantines
viewed themselves as dis-
tinct nations. The Ottomans,
the empire which dominated
the Levant, had legally clas-
VL*HG LWV VXEMHFW SHU O
a Turkish word which meant
“nations”. Finally the European kingdoms objectively perceived the various Levantine
populations as nations. From King Louis IX to Louis X1V to the Napoleons all addressed
the various nations as such: be it Shiaa, Druze or Maronites. Metternich himself ulti -
PDWHO\ WLWOHG WKH FRQVWLWXWLRQ KH KLPVHOI GUDIWHG E|
Organic” i.e. the settlement by organic nationalities. Mount Lebanon was recognized
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as a country to various nations. The model based on subsidiarity and self-rule was so
successful that modern Turkish historian Engin Akarli remained puzzled by its success.
So much so as to label that era (and his book covering it) “the long peace”. Akarli went
as far to argue that, had the Sublime Porte extended the application of these govern -
ance principles to the other dominions of the empire, it would not have collapsed.

1926, The year the patriots became sectarians

This social reality was denied recognizance in 1926. Indeed the new Constitution of

O*UHDWHU /HEDQRQP GHSDUWHG IURP WKDW RI 7KH ODWWI
RI ZDV OIHGHUDOP GHFHQWUDOL]HG ERWWRP XS FRJQL]DC
former (ie the 1926 constitution) unitarian, administrative, centralized and inspired

from the French Jacobin model. “Millet” no longer meant “nation”, it was translated

LQWR OVHFWP DQG FRQ“QHG LQWR WKH UHOLJLRXV VSDFH ,W .
come “faith”. The labels might have changed but the reality did not. Populations were

then as they are today: different nations in one country.

7KH FRQVWLWXWLRQ KDG DOORZHG HDFK LGHQWLW\ WR 11U
roots back into the depth of history and to design the way to project itself into the fu -

ture. The national narrative (roman national) being the way people view their own past,

construct their present and dream their future, was as it should be, a coherent world-

view cementing people around shared values. Simple examples go a long way in ex -

plaining the difference between reading of historical facts and a national narrative.

Take waterloo, as a historical
IDFW IRU LQVWDQFH +LVWRULFDO IDFWV
are indeed know to all and chal -
lenged by none. But is it a victo -
ry or a defeat? The answer is de-
pendent on the view point, the
national narrative. In the UK and
in Germany, Waterloo is a victo -
ry, but in France, it is a defeat.
Apply the same to Yarmouk, the
Crusades, Fakhereddine,....

+LVWRULFDO IDFWV [ JH WKH VDPH EXW
their reading differs. Saints and

demons, friends and foes, allies

DQG WUDLWRUV DU e N N e
pending on the national narra -
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tive. The national narrative is the way historical facts are sown together to give sense to
history and meaning to life. “On Identity and meaning” wrote the anthropologist Selim
Abou. In Lebanon, sect is identity not (only) faith. Our histories (that of all Lebanese)
espouses that of our religious communities. Those agnostic or atheists, would remain
agnostic or atheist Christians, Druze, Sunni or Shiaa. Furthermore, our diverse national
narratives frame the minds in a way to shape our diverging views of the worlds.

Who's a friend? Who's a foe? Who'’s the martyr and who's the traitor? Where are we
coming from and where are we heading? Which is vice and which is virtue? Which is
licit and which is illicit?

All such matters are dealt-with differently depending on the national narrative one
belongs to. Depending If you are Christian, Sunni, Shiaa or Druze and irrespective
whether you are a believer or not. As a result, one can easily see how ludicrous are the
claims to remove “sectarianism”. In reality, these are merely concealed attempts to
disarticulate identity, the ineluctable results of which is the destruction of the commu -
nity and its disappearance.

By turning “Millet” (nation)
into “sect” the 1926 consti -
tution attempted to erase
the organic nations and their
related identities in favor of
a new national idea called
Lebanon. The intellectual
elite of the time was tasked
to come up with a new unify -
ing narrative. Asad Rustom,
Jawad Boulos and Fouad
Ephraim Boustany took-on
the challenge. They pro -

posed a consensual book in 1936. Schools kids learned about the Phoenicians, as well

as the various Emirs dynasties unifying the Levant under the Ottoman rule from the XVI

F % XW OLWWOH LI DQ\WWKLQJ ZDV WDXJKW DERXW WKRVH F
this and that. Between the coming of Christ and that of Qurqumaz Al Maani. The iden -

tities and the organic nations had to be suppressed. And yet this consensual unifying

book was not agréable to Sunni. They rejected the labelling of Phoenicians as our an -

cestors. Viewing themselves as Arabs, the Sunni labelled these «previous civilisations

RFFXS\LQJ WKH /HYDQWLQH VKRUHV} 7KH “QHVW H[HPSOH RI KF
identities.
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Social realities
100 years later, It is no secret to claim that Lebanon is a failed state and that all its
people have equally suffered therefrom. A new model is about to emerge and this is
the last chance to build it on solid principles. This new model is required to reduce
tensions not increase it, heighten collaboration not hinder it, to foster peace and fa -
vor prosperity to all. This model has to be based on the two cornerstone principles
explained above: subsidiarity and cuius regio eius religio. We don’t have to look afar
IRU VXFK D PRGHO LW ZDV ZHOO HVWDEOLVKHG KHUH LQ ORXC
DQG GHSDUWLQJ WKHUHIURP LQ WULJIJHUHG RXU ZRHV D(
chance for a viable social contract which fosters freedom, coexistence, development,
solidarity, peace and prosperity. Such construct has a name: Federalism.

It is time for a bottom-up construction. It is time to ask the people (the various nations/

communities) each what they want. It is time to revert to the smallest entity (the munic -

ipality) and empower them to speak as to what they want. They have been laboring the

VDPH “HOGV IRU RYHU \HDUV 'RQMW ZH RZH WKHP WKH UL.
future, of their own fate. Vox populi vox Dei it is said. So be it.

| had tweeted this on June 22, 2021: “Lebanon Christians will soon be no more. Their

civilization will slowly end. Not in a highly publicized massacre, not in a heroic last

VWDQG +LVWRU\ ZLOO QRW UHPHPEHU D IDWDO GDWH QRU JC
QR &RQVWDQWLQ 3DODHRORJXVY DQG \HW WKH OLJKWV RI +D
drained exhausted by time and demography and wrapped in the shame of a corrupt

system, like watching a train wreck on slow motion, our civilization will soon exit histo -

ry.”
Without federalism, this tweet will soon become prophecy.

Roberta Vaduva
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Decentralization: the missed reform.
A chat with Elie Elias by Lorenzo Somigli - September 18, 2021

After the dramatic civil war, Lebanon launched a process of decentralization but the
results, as the Lebanese Center for Policy Studies often points out, were modest. We
talked about it with Elie Elias 3K' 6 HQLRU 8QLYHUVLW\ OHFWXUHU LQ +LVW

Why do you think the confederation is better than the federation?

“Based on the experience that the lebanese political system faced in the last 100 years,

any form of decentralization is welcomed . As for the preference between Federation

DQG FRQIHGHUDWLRQ WKH “UVW ¢oDRlidétR DeSHIBt&icAHNd UR XQ GV WR
tional Pact between Muslims and Christians”.

7KH GHYROXWLRQ RI SRZHU WR ORFDO FRPPXQLWLHV LV Z
tion for fragile state. In Belgium it worked, in England a little less. Could it
work in Lebanon? Why?

“Local governance and

moving the powers from

the central government

can stop using religion

as a ticket to receive

the minimum services

from the government or

in elections. For a suc-

cessful decentralization

system in Lebanon need

to be accompanied by

a legislative institutions

that deals with the re-

gional affairs and anoth -

er one for the country as a whole”.

,GHQWLW\ DQG UHOLJLRQ KDYH D YHU\ FORVH FRUUHODWIL
GHFOLQH RI WKH UHOLJLRXV HOHPHQW RU ZLOO WKH\ KDY
“l do agree that Religion and Identify are correlated especially in a region like the Mid -

dle East and that is the reason of historical evolution for 14 centuries. Decentralization

systems in our case consolidates the sence of belonging of every religious groups in

its historical region . Lebanon’s diversity is also regional”.




| quaderni del Tazebao

Summer 2021

&DQ WKH QHZ JRYHUQPHQW EH VHQVLWLYH WR GHFHQWUL
“The decentralization is a reform step mentioned in the Taef Agreement to stop the

war and start the reconciliation post war period. Unfortunately every single government

that was formed in the last 30 years was a Pro-Syrian and Pro-Iranian which for those

two countries a stable Lebanon is not an option. This is why the new government will

not initiate any reform of that kind...".
by Lorenzo Somigli

A propos du Liban et de I'Afghanistan

Un dialogue avec Salvatore Lombardo by Lorenzo Somigli

Le premier entretien avec lui fut passionnant. &H I XW FRPPH -WUH ¢ OM+fWHO $
TXDQG LO UHQFRQWUD XQ SHUVRQQDJH YX VHXOHBHQW VXU Gt
Laden, avec sa mallette pleine a craquer de dollars et ses gardes du corps musclés.

Cela donnait bien 'image d’'une Beyrouth grande blanchisseuse d’argent et carrefour

d'espions et d'intéréts mondiaux. Comme elle I'a été et l'est encore. Le professeur
6DOYDWRUH /RPEWUDGR REVHUYDWHXU UDI“Q« FXOWLY« HW SHL
profondeur la complexité des lieux dont il parle. Que ce soit I'’Afghanistan ou le Liban.

Nous devons vivement remercier M ¢ Roger Eddé qui nous a mis en contact et pour

OHTXHO /RPEDUG QH WD Ullawiit $ondé ua dartOseribiaslb a celui de

Mandela en Afrique du Sud. Une expérience fort intéressante».
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«Par rapport a il y a quelques jours, il y a eu des changements positifs. Massoud a

lancé une contre-offensive VXU SOXVLHXUV SRVLWLRQV épligge GH ERQV |
/IRPEDUGR TXL VMHQWUHW L H @&gsdue J Xl DUHP B @ WP DResH W HP SV
Talibans ont commis beaucoup d’erreurs, TXL OHXU HQO2YH OH VRXWLHQ GH O
ils ont tué, ils ont restreint les libertés, surtout aux femmes, ils ont contraint beaucoup

de monde a fuir. Si sur le plan militaire on enregistre quelques succes, il existe le

probleme des réfugiés dont Massoud essaie de s’occuper comme il le peut mais ce

n'est pas facile». En outre, Lombardo a inauguré depuis peu un master de relations

internationalesal’ 80 () GH *H Q & partant justement du cas afghan.

Massoud, bien qu'il oppose une résistance certaine au régime, ne peut encore

compter sur le soutien de la communauté internationale. M arrive des munitions, un

peu de carburant. Inde, Tadjikistan et Ouzbékistan apportent quelquefois leur aide. Il

QM\ D ULHQ GH VLJQL“FDWLI PDLV QRXV \ WUDYDLOORQVDb}

«Voyons si hous parvenons a le faire venir & Paris ou a Strasbourg. Je suis plus
RSWLPLVWH TXMDYDQWbDb}

«ll'y a peu a attendre, en revanche, de Biden. Il ne dirige plus rien, c’est évident
G«VRUPDLY ,0 HVW OMRWDJH GH QlvdfavvuestrierdexdaeKkK H HW GH +D
SBRXUTXRL HQYRLH W LO WRXWHV FHV WURXSHV GDQV OHV SD\\
4XH GLUDLW LO VL 3RXWLQH OMHQY R\DQeV¢ord tles€abtiQrd3 G D R X D X (
dangereuses pour tout le monde.  Sans parler de la derniére offense, derniere d’une

longue série, a la France avec la question des sous-marins. Macron a trés bien fait de

retirer son ambassadeur».

A proposde Macron J DSU2V XQ FRXS GMDFF«O«UDWLRQ LQLWLDO DYHI
FRQWUDLQW GH IDLUH RVWHQVLEOHPHQW PDUFKH DUUL2UH J Ot
en est certain: «ll est déja pratiquement réélu. La gauche est un désastre total. Marine

Le Pen intercepte les demandes d’'une grande partie de la France mais elle n'est pas

SU«<VHQWDEOH HOOH QMD SDV OH QLYHDX GH ODFURQ HW ULV’
aux deux points douloureux pour le pays, la santé etlasécurité J QMRXEOLRQV SDV TX
OD )UDQFH D DFFXHLOOL TXHOTXH GHX[ PLOOLRQV GH U«IXJL«V
G¥%» UHYRLU VD SRVLWLRQ HW VH FRQFHQWUHU VXU XQ DJHQGD
Francais. Bref, OD SROLWLTXH GH /H 3HQ PDLV RIIUDQW XQ YLVDJH SL

$suUav. FHWWH LQW«UHVVDQWH YXH SDikaR UunPdaysXdle YHQRQV H
/IRPEDUGR FRQQD°W GH IDORQ DSSURIR®BG Lilkh écrduh [Dre« W« HQYR\.
“Liban Libre” (1996, Transbordeurs) qui a vendu des dizaines de milliers de copies,

et lui a méme colté un éloignement du pays, suivi de “Retours a Beyrouth” (2006,

Transbordeurs). «Je m'occupe du Liban depuis des décennies, depuis 89. Mon livre
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“Liban Libre” est interdit et on m’a interdit pendant au moins dix ans de mettre les pieds
au Liban. Mais, quand le Général Aoun estrevenu, « WDLV DYHF OXLY}

Vous connaissez bien le 3U «V L G H Q W «¥é&Rals @dns 'avion avec lui, jétais le seul
invité. Quand il était en France, il est venu a une présentation de mon livre sur Massoud,
TXMLO DGPLUDLW EHDXFRXS $X /LEDQ MMDL FRQQX WRXV OHV

m/HV SRUWHY GH VRUWLHY SRXU OH /LEDQbDI("*QWE®HVWRQ W VD X Q@
H[SRVH XQH SUHPL2UH VROXWLRQ ¢ YUDL Wlctud déQKDELWXHOC
militaire d’Aoun. L'armée, qui jouit de la plus grande estime auprés de la société,

est avec lui, le Hezbollah est avec lui, et 'on parle d’'un acteur de premier plan. Aoun

pourrait prendre le pouvoir pour une période limitte J XQ PD[LPXP GHX[ DQV J DYt
des ministres militaires: SOXV GH “HIV UHOLJLHX[] SOXV GMHVFURTXHUL
rapides et courageuses. Il aurait pu le faire effectivement il y a dix ans, quand il était

a l'apogée de sa gloire, aprés l'exil en France et ce retour triomphal & Beyrouth.

Aujourd’hui, il est plus fatigué, plus vieux, moins Iégitimé par rapport a avant. Il a misé

sur la prise du pouvoir dans la Iégalité, parce qu'il croit en les Institutionss».

$X GHO¢ GH OD PDQ L atidthtetif Willy-aPure @oie réformiste: « C'est celle

gue Massoud D HQ W-WH SRXU O NeflérhksD&) L Ved/ pagsbqui Onitl une

composition ethnique et religieuse non conforme HW TXL GRQF RQW OHV P+
SUREO2PHV SHXYHQW YLVHU ¢ OD P-PH VROXWLRQ VH UDSSL
JRQHY GMLQtXHQFH J<«SUGHPPHQYW O @nYibitRerficcbhvptetu Jait

que, au sein des Chrétiens et des Musulmans, il y a plusieurs “sectes” avec plusieurs

orientations politiques. 3RXU HQ UHYHQLU ¢ OD U«tH[LRQ VXU $RXQ
Chiites sont avec le Hezbollah, donc avec Aoun, mais un pourcentage a ne pas sous-

HVWLPHU GH QH OuvtitesWie Sdhipad tdds du codté de la famille Hariri

qui entretient des rapports avec le Président. Les Chrétiens prennent parti & SRXU

$RXQ PDLV LO\D TXDQG P-PH XQH PLQRULW« -H WLHQV ¢ OH SL
gu’une mosaique fortement composite. Aoun - ajoute-t-il encore — est accepté par les

DXWUHV DFWHXUV U«JLRQDX[b SDU OHV $Wwi® guHutSIReX U VRQ FKL
SDL[ GXUDEOH Idra¢Pdiii SDdhd compte du probléme que représente un

/ILEDQ HQ FULVH HW GH OD SU«VHQFH P-PH GHV 3DOHVWLQLHQ

Revenons a laFrance, le pays qui a eu le plus de répercussions sur le Liban moderne.
«Macron, pendant sa visite, a menacé la classe politique mais c'était une menace
O«JaUH LQFRQVLVWDQWH (OOH QMD SDV OH P-PH SRLGV TXM;
France ne peut insister uniguement sur le changement qui, de toute maniére, n'a pas
deffet sur la classe politique actuelle. Elle doit faire quelque chose de concret. Elle
doit garantir, avec le Fonds Mondial , le déblocage de fonds pour assainir la dette
publigue HW UHQGUH GH QRXYHDX OH /LEDQ DSS«WLVVDQW 4XDC
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seront assainies, il faudra réformer le systéeme au sens fédéral. Chaque zone aurait alors
le maximum de responsabilité sur des sujets comme I'école, I'énergie et la sécurité,
qui sont déterminants pour la population. Le Liban est petit mais c'est un grand pays.

Il faut changer sans culpabiliser... les politiciens actuels : ce sont des voleurs, pas de
nazis!»

Lorenzo Somigli

“Lebanese impasse: a way out”
by Maroun EI Moujabber

“It is better to light a candle than to curse the darkness”.
Confucius
, “QG P\VHOI ZUHVWOLQJ GDLO\ ZLWK WKH RXskuisdD-ULQJ EXUG
sisbWKDW P\ IHOORZ /HEDQHVH FRPSDWULRWY DQG H[SDWV DUH
to speak of the causes of our collective despondency, nor am | writing this to cast ac -
cusations or hypothesize about who should be held liable for the challenges that we
are currently forced to face. To do so would only lead to more stale discussions that
will never hold any practical value.
No, the reason for which | am writing this, is to propose what | deem to be the best way
WR GHDO ZLWK RXU FDW Btetug gur SHOUF SihGest solRtidnstiateach
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DQG HYHU\ RQH RI XV FDQ FRQWULEXWH WR DQG SDUWDNH LQ L
ed change that we are all yearning for.

%XW “UVW LW LV LPSRUWDQW UHFRJQL]H WKH IROORZLQJ
X 7KH VROXWLRQ UHT XL U HaonsksteritanhdXefeRt@ss wddkU.V R 1 b
e A truly viable solution could only be orchestrated by those veritably will to
P D Nathange from the inside .
X $Q\ VROXWLRQ SURSRVHG E\ DQbH[WHUQDO SDUW\bZLOO |
their needs at the expense of our best interest, and all those who wished to involve
themselves in our affairs have historically proven that they value the assistance of
W Kétdopt bD QG W K Hb&Rrugdd GOXKH\MUH HDV\ WR EULEH DQG EX\ R’
X *OREDOL]DWLRQbKDV VWULSSHG PDQ\ FRXQWULHV RI WK
their ability to make their own, fully-independent and uncoerced, economic and
political decisions.

As such, it only stands to reason that we must sow the seeds of positive and construc -

WLYH FKDQJH IURP ZLWKLQ E\ SURSRVLQJ Viewel¥pmenR oV WDFNOL
Why?

Nation-wide changes are next to impossible to implement, and it is highly unlikely

that the elections will serve as a catalyst for the kind of “shake-up” that everyone is
DQWLFLSDWKQUL QWMDY URRWYV UHDFKLQJ TXLWH IDU-LQWR HYH
nese saociety, acting as a deep state impervious to all forms resistance and capable of

deterring all accusations and facts with methodical counter-propaganda campaigns,

ultimately asserting itself as an-ever present tyrant denying citizens their most basic of

rights and depriving them of their sense of dignity and self-worth.

7TKXV ZH PXVW VWHDGLO\ DQG DUGXR XV Os3mélRsecietalWmR XUVHO Y H V
provements b WR SDYH WKH ZD\ IRU PLG DQG ORQJ WHUP SROLWLFD(

7R JHW ULG RI WKH W\UDQQ\ RI WKLV UXOLQJ PD“D ZH KDYH W
one of us does all that is within their ability to raise the awareness of Lebanese youth

regarding their rights, and to more importantly revitalize their commitment to their

national duty of succeeding and excelling in their studies and careers.

7R JHW ULG RI WKH W\UDQQ\ RI WKLV UXOLQJ PD“Dup-ZH PXVW P
FRPLQJ PXQLFLSDORHEBHFWARRVWKHU QRQ SROLWLFL]JHG LQtXH
councils and to ensure that their selected members are truly committed to promot -

L Qtdrigible local development bDQG WR EULQJLQJ DERXW SDOSDEOH VRFL
cultural improvements.

7R JHW ULG RI WKH W\UD Q Qve Rust\Wrinhote agKaDltu@  JosdDrabu b -

facturing and sustainable ecological tourism bDQG DV DQ H[SHUW RQ WKLV VXEN
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adamantly state that all what the previous governments had done was predominantly
geared towards undermining rural areas and values, and affecting said areas’ agricul -
tural capacities to force people to migrate towards cities. Make no mistake about it,
their policies were mostly centered around what our Tunisian brethren would refer to

as “Deriding those of Faith”.

O7R JHW ULG RI WKH W\UDQQ\ RI WKLV UXOLQJ PD“D ZH KDYH \
energy and optimize the utilization of water and natural resources”.

7R JHW ULG RI WKH W\UD Q Qve Rale\ Kredernke X @ eridrimBritnd

UHGXFH ZDVWHZDWHU DQG VROLG ZDVWH SROOXWLRQ b

7R JHW ULG RI WKH W\UD Q QWweRavéiK éndolsag®duyduth lo‘ie b

turn to their vilages bWR SHUIRUP WKHLU FUHDWLYH DQG SLRQHHULQJ
art, information technology and culture, especially after the COVID-19 pandemic has

brought to light the true value of such forms of work.

7R JHW ULG RI WKH W\UDQQ\ RI WKLV UXOLQJ PD“D ZH KDYH GH
E Gstugture of governance b WR GHPRFUDWLFDOO\ HYWDEOLVK SROLFLHV
FXOWXUH DUW WHFKQRORJ\ DQG VFLHQWL“F UHVHDUFK HWF

‘H KDYH D GLI“FXOW DQG ORQJ URDG DKHDG RI XV EXW , KDYH ¢
HYHQ IRU D VHFRQG IURP DWWHPSWLQJ WR JHW ULG RI WKH W
IRU WKLV UHDVRQ , KDYH GHFLGHG WR KDYH ,WDOLDQ MRXUQTI
]R 6RPLJOLb DVbUXKDWGMHY WRH ,WDOLDQ SXEOLF PRUH DZDUH DE
conditions in which we are living bDQG WR LQYLWH WK WR VRWODMW. K VL (
and to cooperate bZLWK XV LQ RUGHU WR EULQJ VRPH KRSH EDFN WR
,MG OLNH WR HQG WKLV ZLWK D UHPLQGHU WKDMmbti&UD\HU DLGYV
TheresabLV LQIDPRXVO\ TXRWHG WR VD\

“If you truly wished to change the world, return home and show your family the love
they deserve”.

This paper was originally written in Arabic. It was translated and edited by SIYAK

Maroun El Moujabber
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Dialogue after our return from Lebanon.
Lorenzo Somigli [LS] and Roberta Vaduva [RV]

[LS] I had not realized a trait we have in common: the tension to travel, furrowed by

WKH UHVWOHVVQHVV IRU WKH “[LW\ RI HYHU\GD\ OL{H ,W LV W
known, for challenge and wonder. It is the need to go to catch up with Kerouac. And

where else but in the Mediterranean, where one can spend seven years in Ogigia

[1], as a prisoner of love, and three in Kastellorizo [2] among ouzo and sirtaki without

knowing anything about September 8, only to return there as a dog because “ltaly has

disappointed me”.

[RV] Well, | can answer you with two lines borrowed always from Mediterraneo, rea -
dapted to the context, however: | don't wantto “stay on the island of oblivion” just as |
don'twantto “smoke a little oblivion” . Italy is a peninsula, true, but whatever it is it must
be more aware of what is happening not too far from its shores and take initiative as
soon as possible because, as you said between one swim and another in the waters of
Jbeil, the nature of the sea is to bring everything to shore. To which country the shore
belongs, it matters little, the water knows no bounds and so do the problems!

[LS] You know me by now, and after Lebanon even better. | suspect everything when it
comes to power. Nothing is real. Or to be less ‘initiatic’, nothing is as it seems. And we
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even had the privilege of being there. We also had “fun” when the power went off, a
fact to which we are now unaccustomed in our Western softness, except in very rare
cases. Granted that reserves are scarce, granted, is it a political choice or is it a more
sophisticated strategy, the desire to keep the “vile plebs” in a constant state of agita -
tion.

[RV] It's a narrative that is

only valid for us, in Italy, be -

cause the other countries,

despite their many “short -

comings” - they, most like -

ly, don't perceive them as

such - are quietly enjoying

life. And rightly so! The

power may have gone off

two or three times in the

space of a week, for a few

minutes, but the locals in

the centre of Byblos cer -

tainly didn’t have any prob -

lems with the electricity, on

the contrary! Despite also

the lines of cars, under the

scorching eastern sun, that we met at the petrol pumps, the Lebanese people showed
great humanity. Not to mention the incident on the highway on the penultimate day:
their concreteness is disarming.

[LS] Iwill begin by saying that | returned from Lebanon with new ideas for research.

Many takes issue with religion that invades all spheres of life and would like to abolish
FRQIHVVLRQDOLVP 6RPH UHtHFWLRQV FRPH WR PLQG 5HOLJLR
in Lebanon, it is what informs the existence of the individual and gives rhythm to the

life of the community. What other identity could there be in its absence? If someone

UHDOO\ ZDQWYV WR JLYH LW XS DUH ZH VXUH WKDW +H]EROOD|
ZRXOG JLYH LW XS WRR" :KDW LV FHUWDLQ LV WKDW UHOLJLRQ
a sense of reality, which otherwise would be unbearable, gives dignity to humble con -

ditions and projects them into a better otherness to be conquered. Just look at our

deprivation at the death of God.

Certainly, old, and new problems open: “Si est Deum unde malum” [3] +HQFH DOVR
the story of the biblical Job, modernized by Roth [4], which shows us the harshness of
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understanding suffering. In an all too little-known book, T.S. Eliot gives a portentous
reconstruction of the journey of faith.

“So, they came, at a predetermined moment, a moment in time and of time, a moment

not out of time but in time, in what we call history: dissecting, bisecting the world of

time, a moment in time but not as a moment of time, a moment in time but time was

created through that moment: for without meaning there is no time, and that moment

of time gave meaning. Hence it seemed as if men should proceed from light to light, in

WKH OLJKW RI WKH :RUG WKURXJK 3DVVLRQ DQG 6DFUL“FH VL
EHLQJ EHVWLDO DV HYHU FDUQDO VHO*VK DV HYHU LQWHUH)
IRUH \HW DOZD\V VWUXJJOLQJ DOZD\V UHDI“UPLQJ DOZD\V UH
illuminated by the light; often pausing, wasting time, wandering, lingering, returning,

yet never following another path.” [5] This is the way of man. God needs man, in the

words of Don Giussani [6].

[RV] Yes, religion is very

much felt in the country, it is

an identity factor for them,

the fruit of a troubled and

tormented history - and the

present is no less so! | was

very struck by a phrase of

Roula’s in this regard “pray -

ing is all we have”. | agree

with her only in part, but

their religiosity can be felt

everywhere in the country,

and it is not - or at least to -
day it no longer is - an exclusive religiosity, but an inclusive one. I'm reminded of the
Arabic inscriptions in churches and of seeing people obviously of Muslim faith visiting
WKH KRO\ SODFHV RI &KULVWLDQLW\ 30XV DW “UVW JODQFH I
UHOLJLRXV IDLWK RI D /HEDQHVH XQOHVV WKH\ ZHDU GLVWLQF
veil for women.
It must also be said that with young people the religious factor is waning they have
JURZQ XS RQ PLON DQG UHOLJLRQ EXW WKH\ DUH DOVR WKH
WKH UHOLJLRXV GLYLGH LV QRW EHQH“FLDO WR DQWQH LI QR
tion divided and continue to (not) govern. Divide and rule... The Lebanese know this
well: they don’t need someone to remind them of their faith. They are aware of it by
themselves and always by themselves, perhaps unconsciously by now because they
have internalized the concept well, they are well in their own community, it is their
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modus vivendi. Community that dialogues with the others, they help each other, but

they remain different and divided entities. All this in perfect harmony. Nobody talks

about clashes and disagreements. When politics gets in the way, unfortunately, as hap -

SHQV DOO RYHU WKH ZRUOG FRQtLFWV DULVH |,V LW QHFHVVD
know sincerely. If the religious factor disappears from the political scene, the national

one should - the conditional is obligatory - take the upper hand and the new politics

will have to be triggered by the north-south, coast-mountain divide. Politics must talk

about the economy, not about Christians, Muslims, and Druze. But again, talking about

religion will be necessary because there is a strong and intrinsic correlation between

community, faith, and geography. Whether we like it or not, religious identity is a fun -

damental part of Lebanese society! The various political, social and military actors in

WKH “HOG PXVW EH ZLOOLQJ WR JLYH XS VRPH RI WKHLU EHQH*"'
RXV VWDEOH DQG VRYHUHLJQ /HEDQRQ RI WRPRUURZ +H]JEROC

[LS] 21 WKH SURWHVWYVY RI $XJXVW RXU PHGLD KDYH-KLJKOLJKYV
sodes of violence, which there were, but they were largely minor. We saw the people,

sorrowful but ordered, we saw civil society, the productive bodies. And then again: af -

ter such a tragedy - the third largest explosion after the atomic ones - the people went

to the streets, how many of our people went to the streets after the Morandi Bridge?

[RV] 7TKH :HVW XQIRUWXQDWHO\ KDV tDWWHQHG LWVHOI IURP D
reigns supreme and the ability to judge has been annihilated by the mask, with a few

exceptions. We no longer know how to protest, we are no longer used, comfortable

on the couch to cheer for Italy at the World Cup or Eurovision, two victories that will

VRRQ SD\ GHDUO\ IRU WKLY UHDVRQ LW LV HDVLHU WR SRLQW
The fact of presenting the world around us in the grip of khaos is functional to the

theatre we are witnessing, forced, it's a way of nipping in the bud any form of protest:

they are doing worse, be content with what you have. We must shed this mantle of su -

periority that we have unjustly attributed to ourselves because, seeing and living some

of the Mediterranean / Middle Eastern realities, | do not feel superior to them at all. On

the contrary, | confess to feel jealousy, sometimes, seeing their spontaneity and their

clear and quiet way of living. They are peoples who build a fortune from what little they

have. They have an enormous potential.

The “East” has struggled to obtain its freedom from the West and now struggles, “mix -

ing memory and desire” [7], tenaciously not to be a prisoner of itself. Because its roots

are not extinguished and no “spring rain” [8] - the rain of blood and instability of the

Arab springs, which only made a big fuss and made the air unbreathable and life mis -

HUDEOH FDQ PRYH WKHP DV WKH\ DUH VWURQJ DQG GLI*FXOW
PRQ VHQVH PRUDOLW\ WUDGLWLRQ WKDW WKH\ DUH QRW DVK
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love. Love for themselves, for their neighbours whom they warmly welcome, for life as
it is. Because they are tired of feeling rented out in their own home.

[LS] (O +RE *DPHHO ORYH LV D ZRQGHUIXO WKLQJ &RXOG LW EH
air that struck us like this? Love begets many things ...

[RV] Even when people do not speak the same language or profess the same religion.

Lorenzo Somigli, Roberta Vaduva

Note

> @ 2G\VVH\ WK %RRN

> @ 7KH TXRWH LV IURP WKH “OP OHGLWHUUDQHR E\ *DEULHOH 6DOYDWRUH
[3] Quote by Boethius in De consolatione philosophiae;

>@ - 5RWK O-REP

>@ 76 (OLRW O7KH &KRLUV RI 7KH 5RFNP

>@ 'RQ *LXVVDQLMV VSHHFK DW WKH 5LPLQL OHHWLQJ RI
[7]1 Incipit of “The Wasteland” (1922) by T.S. Eliot;

[8] Ibid.
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by Gianni Bonini

O:KLOH DW %HLUXW DLUSRUW LQ IURQW RI WKH VHD ,MP ZDL
DQG ,MP SDVVLQJ WKH WLPH E\ VQRRSLQJ RQ <RX7XEH EHWZHH
UXW DQG VRPH ROG /HEDQHVH VRQJV , FRPH DFURVY DQ ROG (
thusiastically told my friend Mouin, secretary general of the Lebanese CNR, and which

, KDG “OHG LQ P\ IDYRXULWHYV EGhazaldK BaQatO'Rné Wves/KHe “OP LV O
tLUWDWLRQV RI JLUOVP WKH \HDU LV DQG /HLOD ORUDXG JC
Shaharazad conquered King Shahriyar, when she sings and plays “El Hob gamee I” one

could translate it as “Love is a wonderful thing ", the joy of living is the background to

the plot between a poor Arab teacher and the daughter of a Pasha. The Arab melting

harmoniously in the musical, which has nothing to envy, indeed, to Hollywood prod -

ucts, infects me and puts me in a good mood. And so, | think that this old Mediterrane -

DQ KDV VHHQ D ORW WKDW WKH ODQJXDJH RI /DLOD WKH “OPN
life to the Greek and Roman worlds, to the Etruscans, to the same Nordic myths that

have tried, with Indo-European and Aryan legends, to claim a primogeniture that has

no foundation. | think | must stop reasoning on the short times of my personal experi -

ence and see things in a less conjunctural historical perspective. | convince myself and

leave happier”.

This was the end of my Beirut 2013 piece on one of the missions in Lebanon on be -
half of CIHEAM, that time together with the Italian CNR and its brilliant and learned
President Luigi Nicolais , and which appeared in issue 2 of If, the Florentine magazine
that too soon went out of print because of the Florentines. There is nothing to add. So,
WKDQN \RX JX\V IRU PDNLQJ PH UHOLYH ZLWK \RXU WULS WKH
of a wonderful country that | miss and to which | will return.
Gianni Bonini



iltazebao.com



